Sacred & Profane Season 2, Episode 9 “The Breath of Our Neighbors”

[00:00:00] Martien Halvorson-Taylor I'm Martien Halvorson-Taylor
[00:00:02] Kurtis Schaeffer And I'm Kurtis Schaeffer.

[00:00:04] Martien Halvorson-Taylor And this is Sacred & Profane, a show about how religions
shape us and how we shape religions. Tonight will mark the 13th night of protests around the
country. They began in Minneapolis after George Floyd was murdered by a Minneapolis police
officer as three other officers looked on. His death was both shocking and ordinary. One more
name in a list of Black and Brown men and women and children killed by police in this country as a
result of the violence that people of color have faced for over 400 years.

[00:00:49] Kurtis Schaeffer In academia, we can lapse into talking about systemic racism and
white privilege abstractly. Many of us study the larger patterns of racism and injustice. Universities
condemn police Killings and reaffirm commitments to equality on paper. But there's not often
concrete steps that lead to tangible change. In other words, a lot of talk, but not a lot of walk. And
that's what struck our colleague, Larycia Hawkins, when she was teaching politics at an
evangelical Christian college outside Chicago.

[00:01:24] Larycia Hawkins | remember being on the Green Line in Chicago one afternoon. It was
April. Everyone's hopeful in Chicago that it's going to stay warm. It never does. And | see a
woman. She's on her laptop. I'm thinking, well, that's unwise because there had been a rash of
robberies of iPhones and other kinds of things. And so | was judging her internally. And she is
working away on her laptop. And a young man, a young Black man is standing next to her and she
looks up. She said, “How you doing?” And he said, “I'm good.” And she said, “Where's your
jacket?” And he said, “I don't have one.” And she immediately puts her laptop down, takes off her
jacket, and gives it to him as he's about to get off. She says, “You stay safe out there.” And | see
this. And it takes everything within me not to cry because I'm thinking - what I'm literally thinking -is
“l just saw Jesus on the Green Line.”

[00:02:56] Larycia Hawkins In the Sermon on the Mount, what Jesus says is if your neighbor asks
for your cloak, give him your coat. And it's a very small act, but it's the most significant act to take
the clothing off of your body and give it to a stranger, to care for the most uncared for, the most
feared body in all of Chicago and in all of this country: a young Black man. And that's it. That's
embodied solidarity and it's as insignificant as that, and like | said, that is the most significant thing
we can do. That's all embodied solidarity is. But it requires the seeing. She saw him. She saw a
human worthy of respect and dignity. The least respected and dignified human in this country, a
young Black male. He's probably 18, 17, and every other person on the train was probably afraid of
him.

[00:04:12] Larycia Hawkins | was always thinking about how disconnected in the academy we are
from our bodies. And I'm trying to get away from emphasizing only the mind. And as a Christian,
there's an overemphasis in many Christian denominations, whether fundamentalist or evangelical
or even Catholic, on the spiritual to the detriment of the physical, again, to the detriment of
embodiment, even though we believe that Jesus embodied the highest form of solidarity, which is
death on the cross. | was thinking about how do | bridge theory and practice and as a political
scientist, my task is to teach students about the role of government in the world. The role of politics
and the overarching purpose of government is to do justice in the public realm.

[00:05:08] Larycia Hawkins Since George Floyd died, to both attend and witness the protests, |
feel quite torn. I'm on the one hand quite grateful for the ways that bodies pour into the street in
what | believe is a form of embodied solidarity, absolutely, I think protest is one form. But I'll also
say that embodied solidarity is costly and it's less costly for certain kinds of people to show up and
march than others. Protest is also sexy. It's something that people can do to assuage their guilt, to
absolve themselves of history's painful, continual poking of the body of Black, Indigenous and
other People of Color. And so I'm grateful, and I'm also dubious.



[00:06:43] Larycia Hawkins | think distrust is a democratic value. We talk about social capital and
trust and reciprocity being core to social capital. | don't trust white people to do it. | don't. | wish |
did, and | wish | could. When | say that for some folk in the streets, this is not costly, what | mean is
it's low hanging fruit. It's low hanging fruit for people who don't work three shifts on four jobs a
week. Voting is low hanging fruit for my college students who will graduate and already have jobs
lined up. The price of embodied solidarity is higher for them, and that's what | teach them.

[00:07:33] Larycia Hawkins The scripture that | grew up learning says that we will know the
righteous by their fruit, the righteous of whatever religion or non-religion or ilk. | take that to mean
that humans have within them the swell of humanity and we can suppress it. What Christianity has
bequeathed to me, or | should say, being a Jesus follower, is also a sense of hope that life and
death are always commingled, that we're united in life and suffering and death - which | also know
is very Buddhist - that there's also a beauty in that unity.

[00:08:26] Larycia Hawkins What | think embodied solidarity provides us is a prism. It's a prism.
We have to have that perspective. May this death turn us towards life and being in embodied
solidarity with the breath of our neighbors.



