
SANCTUARY: YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK

Recommended

Albanese, Catherine L. Nature Religion in America from the Algonkian Indians to the New Age.
Chicago; London: University of Chicago Press, 1991.

“This ground-breaking study reveals an unorganized and previous unacknowledged
religion at the heart of American culture. Nature, Catherine Albanese argues, has
provided a compelling religious center throughout American history. In a book of
remarkable originality and vision, Albanese charts the multiple histories of American
nature religion and explores the moral and spiritual responses the encounter with nature
has provoked among Americans.”

Farrell, Justin. Battle for Yellowstone: Morality and the Sacred Roots of Environmental Conflict.
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2015.

"Yellowstone holds a special place in America's heart. As the world's first national park,
it is globally recognized as the crown jewel of modern environmental preservation. But
the park and its surrounding regions have recently become a lightning rod for
environmental conflict, plagued by intense and intractable political struggles among the
federal government, National Park Service, environmentalists, industry, local residents,
and elected officials. The Battle for Yellowstone asks why it is that, with the flood of
expert scientific, economic, and legal efforts to resolve disagreements over Yellowstone,
there is no improvement? Why do even seemingly minor issues erupt into impassioned
disputes? What can Yellowstone teach us about the worsening environmental conflicts
worldwide? Justin Farrell argues that the battle for Yellowstone has deep moral, cultural,
and spiritual roots that until now have been obscured by the supposedly rational and
technical nature of the conflict.”

Mitchell, Kerry. Spirituality and the State: Managing Nature and Experience in America’s
National Parks. New York: NYU Press, 2016.

“America’s national parks are some of the most powerful, beautiful, and inspiring spots
on the earth. They are often considered “spiritual” places in which one can connect to
oneself and to nature. But it takes a lot of work to make nature appear natural. To
maintain the apparently pristine landscapes of our parks, the National Park Service must
engage in traffic management, landscape design, crowd-diffusing techniques, viewpoint
construction, behavioral management, and more—and to preserve the “spiritual”
experience of the park, they have to keep this labor invisible.”

Nabokov, Peter, and Lawrence Loendorf. Restoring a Presence: American Indians and
Yellowstone National Park. Reprint edition. University of Oklahoma Press, 2016.

“Placing American Indians in the center of the story, Restoring a Presence relates an
entirely new history of Yellowstone National Park. Although new laws have been enacted
giving American Indians access to resources on public lands, Yellowstone historically has
excluded Indians and their needs from its mission. Each of the other flagship national
parks—Glacier, Yosemite, Mesa Verde, and Grand Canyon—has had successful
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long-term relationships with American Indian groups even as it has sought to emulate
Yellowstone in other dimensions of national park administration. In the first
comprehensive account of Indians in and around Yellowstone, Peter Nabokov and
Lawrence Loendorf seek to correct this administrative disparity. Drawing from
archaeological records, Indian testimony, tribal archives, and collections of early artifacts
from the Park, the authors trace the interactions of nearly a dozen Indian groups with
each of Yellowstone’s four geographic regions.”

Nash, Roderick, and Char Miller. Wilderness and the American Mind. New Haven: Yale
University Press, 2014.

“Roderick Nash’s classic study of changing attitudes toward wilderness during American
history, as well as the origins of the environmental and conservation movements, has
received wide acclaim since its initial publication in 1967. The Los Angeles Times listed
it among the one hundred most influential books published in the last quarter century,
Outside Magazine included it in a survey of “books that changed our world,” and it has
been called the “Book of Genesis for environmentalists.”

Purdy, Jedediah. After Nature: A Politics for the Anthropocene. Reprint edition. Harvard
University Press, 2018.

“Jedediah Purdy begins with a history of how Americans have shaped their landscapes.
He explores the competing traditions that still infuse environmental law and culture―a
frontier vision of settlement and development, a wilderness-seeking Romanticism, a
utilitarian attitude that tries to manage nature for human benefit, and a twentieth-century
ecological view. These traditions are ways of seeing the world and humans’ place in it.
They are also modes of lawmaking that inscribe ideal visions on the earth itself. Each has
shaped landscapes that make its vision of nature real, from wilderness to farmland to
suburbs―opening some new ways of living on the earth while foreclosing others. The
Anthropocene demands that we draw on all these legacies and go beyond them. With
human and environmental fates now inseparable, environmental politics will become
either more deeply democratic or more unequal and inhumane. Where nothing is pure, we
must create ways to rally devotion to a damaged and ever-changing world.”

Ross-Bryant, Lynn. Pilgrimage to the National Parks: Religion and Nature in the United States.
New York, NY: Routledge, 2012.

“National Parks – ‘America’s Best Idea’ – were from the first seen as sacred sites
embodying the God-given specialness of American people and American land, and from
the first they were also marked as tourist attractions. The inherent tensions between these
two realities ensured the parks would be stages where the country’s conflicting values
would be performed and contested. As pilgrimage sites embody the values and beliefs of
those who are drawn to them, so Americans could travel to these sacred places to honor,
experience, and be restored by the powers that had created the American land and the
American enterprise. This book explores the importance of the discourse of nature in
American culture, arguing that the attributes and symbolic power that had first been
associated with the ‘new world’ and then the ‘frontier’ were embodied in the National
Parks. Author Ross-Bryant focuses on National Parks as pilgrimage sites around which a
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discourse of nature developed and argues the centrality of religion in understanding the
dynamics of both the language and the ritual manifestations related to National Parks.”

Stoll, Mark. Inherit the Holy Mountain: Religion and the Rise of American Environmentalism.
Oxford ; New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2015.

“Inherit the Holy Mountain puts religion at the center of the history of American
environmentalism rather than at its margins, demonstrating how religion provided
environmentalists with content, direction, and tone for the environmental causes they
espoused.”
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